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Frequently Asked Questions for Attorney Admission

1. When do I need to be admitted to the 9th Circuit bar?

Any attorney who causes a case to be docketed in this Court or who enters an
appearance in this Court, and who is not already admitted to the Bar of the
Court, shall simultaneously apply for admission.  See 9th Circuit Ruler 46-1.

2. How can an attorney be admitted to practice in the 9th Circuit? 

The application form is available at http://www.ca9.uscourts.gov under Forms,
or you may call (415) 355-7800 or send a written request for the form. Mail the
completed application to the Court along with your check for $190.00 payable
to Clerk, U.S. Court of Appeals. The Court will send you a Certificate of
Admission, which is good for a lifetime membership. As of October 1, 2006,
you do not need to notarize the application form.

3. How can I find out if I am admitted to the 9th Circuit bar?

Call the Clerk’s office at (415) 355-7800.

4. How long does it take to be admitted to the 9th Circuit bar?

You are deemed admitted the day we receive your completed application and
remittance.  It takes four to six weeks to receive a Certificate of Admission.  



5. How long are you admitted to the 9th Circuit bar?  

You are admitted for life.  

6. If I’m a government attorney do I need to apply to the 9th Circuit? 

Yes, you need to apply for admission.  Your fee will be waived and you will not
receive a certificate of admission.  

7. If I go into private practice after practicing as a government attorney do I
need to re apply for admission?  

You do not have to reapply for admission, but you must pay the $190 fee and
at that time you will receive a certificate of admission. 

8. If I do not have a sponsor can I request one from the Court?

Yes, if you are  member of a court within our circuit.  You must provide a
certificate of good standing from the court you are admitted to.

9. If I have been disbarred or suspended how do I get reinstated?

A suspended or disbarred attorney may file a petition for reinstatement with the
Clerk.  See 9th Circuit Rule 26-2 (h).

10. How can I obtain a certificate of good standing? 

Send a written request for a certificate of good standing along with $15.00 check
made out to Clerk, U.S. Court of Appeals.  

11. How do I get a duplicate certificate?



Send a written request for a duplicate certificate along with $15.00 check
payable to Clerk, U.S. Court of Appeals.  

12. If I’m a law student can I be admitted to the 9th Circuit?

The requirements for Student Practice are available from the Clerk of Court and
on the website at http://www.ca9.uscourts.gov under Forms/Student Practice.

13. Are there restrictions for former Court employees to practice in the 9th
Circuit? 

No former employee of the court shall participate or assist, by way of
representation, consultation, or otherwise, in any case that was pending in the
Court during the employee’s period of employment.  Refer to 9th Circuit Rule
46-5.

14.  If I change my address do I need to notify the admissions department?

Yes, addresses of counsel and pro se litigants must be reported to the Clerk of
Court immediately and in writing.  Change of Address forms are available on
our website at http://www.ca9.uscourts.gov under Forms.


